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TO 
THE RIGH T 


WORSHIPFVL'TE, 
and moſt Renowned Knight, 


- SirPavr PinDax, the Friend of, 
the Church, the Father of the Poore, 
and the Honexr of all his Family, 


Right Worſhipfnl, | 
Mo ereerrt 1] Pre it not an Injury 
\ (VP) |; | 10 de/ire, that good- 
5 VE // «| 708 [held hinder any 
ji | 14n from Glory, # 
| | dare ſay, that all 
7 AKIXIXIE OROnNS | that knowy0u,would 


unfainedly wiſh you an immaortalitte 
inthy preſent world, that you might lroe 
; A 3 He or 


____., The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

| for ever to. doe good, having aone fo 

#iuch good while ycu lrve. Howbeit, as 

tr ſaid of good Tehojada, 2 Chron.24. 
| 16. when he ſai old and did (thongh 


\ 


| he were but a ſubje, yet) they buried 
| him among the King: Becaule ( /aith 


| the Text) hee had done good in I 
I rael;both towards God and towards 
F his Houſe. Even fo may it happen to 
| | you from the WS Kiws. God ſena 
| | you ah honourable interment wben yor 
| | die, and a (rowne of everlaſting Glory 
When youare dead and gone. 
<h0022 22: 


Thus Prayc+ 
Yourpooreunworthy 


Friend, 


Jonxr GoRkn” 
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| Ps ar. 773. 25, | 

| Whom hace Tin begrven but thee ? «nd theres 
xone upon earth, that-1 defire in compariſon 
of thee. 


Bran) His Text divides it ſelfein- 


\ 
= 
— 


# 


_totwo general! parts ; The 
firſt fhewerh you, The Re. 
fuge ofaſinner;Theſecond, 
Themind of a Saint. x. The 
11 Refuge of 1Sjinner'is, when 
A he failes on earth he fliesto 
==.) beaven, | him hae 7 348 
' heaven butthee 2 ] 2. The minde of a Saint is, to 


» , 


difpriſe and undervalue things below i Empere 
L CO” 
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{og of che God that is above [' There « nowe apo 
earth that Tdefpre in compariſon uf thee) 
::27; The: Re uge of Romy; Kis obſervedin/Nas 
cure; chat for all weak 


zake creatures God hath provis 
ded feverall Refugesro runneyimo to hide them - 
ſelves in times of feare and danger- thus the child 
runnes to the.Parcat for Refuge, the Chickens to 
the Henne, the Conics to the Burrowes; the Foxe 
to the Earth,and the Sinner to heaven: The eternal 
God 1s thy Refuge ſaith Moſes, Deat.3 3.27.) andhis 
everlaſting armes are underneath thee, (as it were) 
to cmbrace thee, .to hold thee, tokeepe three up 
from the (inke of finne, from the pit of perdition, 
-fromdcſpaire of Grace, and from adownefall into 
'hell. The Lordwillbe ar:fnge for the poore, ( faith 
David, Pſal.g9.9.) ven 4 Refuge in due time of trou- 
ble: marke that hee ſaith, A refuge for the poore; 
'tharis; for fuch asare poore in Spirit, though tHey 
'benotpooreinpurſe, they that are tmely'ſenfible 
of their owne ſpiritual povertie, of their want of 
—_—— wait GS and want of = Reli- 
ion and Vercye: They thatarealwayes ſpeaking 
upplications to God ( as Sulomem (arch, iris the 
proper language, the naturall Dialect of. apaorc 
manto ſpeake nl Pope to wary his moane, 
and _ _ is _ gun a 1 that will 
give him the heacing ) they that. are alwayes ply- 
E > of heaven with Cetiions, Godwill WAA 
refuge for ſuch. (for fo Dowvid _ ingeminares and 
doubleth the word) A refugefortheirbodies, and 
a refuge for their ſqules, a refuge for themſelves, 
anda refuge for their children, a refuge while wy 
ive, 


The God of Heaven, z 
live,anda refuge when they die, a refuge in* th 
time of wealth, but a preſent refuge in duetime of 
trouble, forthen he never failes. In the. Singing 
Pſa/mes, it runnes thus, God # protetour of the poore; 
God is the pcore mans proteftour, as Pavia was 
the poore mans Captaine, I. Sam. 32+ 2»,EVCry 
one that. was in diſtreſſe, and every one. 'that 
TAs in debt, and cwery one that was diſcontented, 
gatheredthemſelves unto him and hee became a Cap 
#aine over them, In like manner whatſoeyer your 
diſtreſle be, whatſocver your debts, whatſcever- 
your diſcontents, gather: your ſclves to heaven, 
addrefle your ſuirs to God, andapply your ſelves 
to Chriſt, and hee hath promiſed in his holy. 
Goſpell. 70h. 6.37. Whoſocver commethto mee, 
bc hee poore or rich, non eijc/am /oras, I willinno 
wiſe-caſt him out. | \ty; 

Oh what an encouragement ſhould-this be unto 

LS at all times, eſpecially in thetime of neede, 
when the-bucketis broken to goe tothe tountaine, 

whenany thieg isloſt or amiſle, ſceke to mendir, 

and make it upinGod. As the manot God anſwe- 
red Amaziah,2Chrone25.9. when be tooke-care: 
what he ſhould. doe. for bis: hundred talents which - 
hee had given away, (ſaith he) 7 he Lord is ablezs - 
give thee much more than this, ſobeleeve it, there - 

is ho man ſo poore, but God-is able tg make him 
rich ; nomanſo ſicke, bur God is ableto-make him - 
whole; no.man ſo leſtardcaſ downe inthe. 

world, but God isablc toreſtore and raiſe him up : 
ard. whoſoever hee be that referres himſclfe. to- 


God, that caſts and rolleth himſelfeupen his mer- 
| p CIC . T0 


——— 


4 The God of Heduen..' 
eie, kee ſhall ohe- day finde that there is. a God in 
T7 el, that will Joe every;man- right, and in the 
endgive every man f{arixfattion. Lay (inthecnd) 
for our life in this world is but juſt like a Stage- 
pay where the marter is not great what partthe 
Playcraceth, whether the part of a Kang, orrhe 
parr ofa clowne, the partofa Prince, :or the part 
ofzbepper;; themnine of all is, what ſhare he ſhall 
recrive whenthe playis ended. [3 
Talike fort, God hathappointedevery feverall 
tan his ſeverall- partes a&tin this world;: fome 
-have' a Tonger- part, ſome aſhoner; ſome ada 
-poorepart, (oine a rich one: now God {end us but 
2 ſhare inheaven when wee cometodie;; and let 
-vsaQ'mthislifewhac part ſocever ſhall pleaſe God 
t6 mpoſc upon us :knowing this, thatifthe-worſt 
comethat can come, God will beour Lord te pro- 
ret bs, Ohriſt will be our darery to baile-ns, and 
heavenſhMbeourrefugerorchieve us. .. 
 '[ hem havelin htavenbut thee? ] Somuch in 
BT I, Ieome now t0 o——_—_ to ſhew yau 
the myſtcerie,zad the hidden meaning ofthe Text. 
© * It may be takenin a foure fold ſehce- 1. As.2n 
exprtidnof-Paith, '2: Asan exprefiion of De- 
'yorion. '3. As an cexprefiion of Love. 4. As an 
expreſſion of Feare and Reverence to God. . 
© 7*If wee take iras/an expretion-of Faith, ;and 
Afﬀiancoin God, then the meaningis this, hors 
have 1 in heaven but thee $o-rtly pon. 
2 Takeitas aneExpreſſionof Devotion and Pie- 
. tietoGod, thenthe meaning is this, -Whoms have 7 


ts | 3 Take 


CODES 


Exe 
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3 Take itas ancxpreſſionof Love and AﬀeRi- 
onto God, then the meaning is this, Whom have x 
in heaven but thee to ſet my heart upon ? 

' 4 Takeitas ancxpreſliion of Feare and Reye- 
rence to God, then the meaning is this, Whom have 
Tin heaven but thee to fixe mine eyes upon 2 

Give meleave to {irike theſe ſeverall flints, to 
give youatouch ortwouponthele ſeverall accep- 
tions, and I hope in Chriſt, that each of them will 
affoord youa ſparke to enlighten the Text, and to 
kindle the zeale of God inthe ſoules of all that 
heare it. 

1 In the firſt place, wee will rake it as anex- 
preſſion of Faith and Aﬀance in God, according 
rothis meaning, Whom have 1 in heaven but thee to 
relie upon; 1 meane in 4»g1uſtia, ina ſtraight, for 
while a man proſpersin finne, and wantsno earth» 
ly ſ#ſtentacula, no friends nor meanes to under- 
proppe and ſhore him up, ſo long hee doth not 
know what it is to ſtand inneede of God ; butler 
theſe proppes and ſhores be taken from him, theſe 
friends and meancs beginneto faile him, and ſick- 
nefle and ſorrow come to ſeaze upon him, the one 
upon his body, the other upon his ſoule, hee ſhall 
then know ( as N.a4man aid to Eliſha) There u no 
God in all the world, but onely the God of Iſrael, 


' 2 Reg.5.15.it hee had nota God torely upon, hee 


werc undone forever. His name ( ſaith Solomon) 
is a ſtrong tower, the righteous flic unto it and are 
ſafe, Prov.18.10, Now youknow what uſe there 
isofa Tower ina Citie that 1s beleagured withthe 


enemy ; when all the out- workes are taken, the 
B walls 
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walls art ſealed, the houſes left, and all fortifica- 
tions forſakenand fled from, then the Tower holds 
out laſt, and isa Refugeto flie unto in their laſt ex- 
eremitic. Such uſe maiſt thou make of God inthy 
reateſt ſtraits: if'it ſo fall out that thy out-workes 
e taken, I meane, thy goods conſumed by fire, or 
toſt by ſea, orſnretiſhip ; or thy walls be ſcaled, 
i meane, thy bodies health endangered by a ſud- 
den or a lingring fickneſte ; and thy houſe within, 
I meane thy heart, left deſolate and deſtitute of in- 
ward and fpirituall comfort, then flie to the 
Tower, gather upward to heaven, in-ſoule thy 
felſe into God, andtrie what God will doe for thy 
| foule, There is a pregnant place for this purpoſe, 
F ſay 50.11, Who « there among you that feareth the 
Lord, and yet walketh in darkeneſſe and hath yo- 
leht? It is a hardcaſe (you willſay) anda fad 
condition, thata manthat feares God, and obeyeth. 
the voyce of his ſervants, ſhould yet notwithſtan. 
ding walke in darkenefſe, and have nolight, (that 
Is, live in diſcomfort and diſcontent, and have no- 
Joy nor pleaſure : well, but if it ſhould ſo happento- 
ſuch a man, what ſhall hee doe, what courſe ſhall 
hee take to relieve himſelfe at ſuch a time 2 (Saith 
the Cure ) Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and let him ſtay npon his God, Marke the phraſe, 
Insitatuy in deo ſao, Let him not flitnor flic away in 
achafe, if hee have not preſentremedy, as /ebo- 
rams meſſenger did, 2 Reg. 6. «lt. ſaying, Behold. 
this evill of the Lord, what ſhould 1mwaite for the 
Lordany longer ; butlcthim reſt, and rely, and ſtay 
wpon his God :.as a beggar dothat a rich mans 
doore, . 
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doore, thicher he comes, there hee ſtayes, though 
hee knowes not whether hee fhall have any thing 
ornothing, but onely hee is ſure that there it isto 
be had. Inlike ſort, gerttheeto that ſame oftiun 
pci Doore of hope, which theProphet ſpeakes of, 
Hoſe 2.15. there take up thy ſtand, there reſt thy 
ſoule, and ſay as Daviddid, Lord, there is merc 
with thee, and with thee is plenteoms redemption: 1f 
thou haſt not mercy enough to forgive mee, if 
thou haſt not compaſſion enough to redeeme mee, 
ifthou haſt not plenty enough to providefor mee, 
Iamcontentto goc withoutit ; butI am ſurethere 
is no want inthee, whatever there is inme. In a 
word, If ever thou commeſt to be in ſuch a 
ſtraight, that thou knoweſt not what to: doe, if 
mercy helpe not out, then turne.thy ſelfe to God, 
as Zehoſaphat did, 2 Chron.20.12.and ſay, O Lord, 
I know not what to doe, but mine eyes areupon thee: 
Firſt, letthine eyes be upon God for ſervice, (as 
the eyes of a maide are on the hands of her Mi 
ſreſlez) and then, let thy eyes be upon Gead for 
ſuccour, (as the cyecs of the /ſrae/zres upon the 
Brazen Serpent ;) have thou an eyeto God for 
ſervice, and aſſure thy ſelfe, God will have aneye 
tothee forſuccour. And ſo much in briefe for the 
firſt ſence of the words, I come now to the ſecond, 
and that is : 

2 Anexpreflion of Devotion, Whom have T in 
heaves but thee to call upon ? Oh thou that heareſt 
prayer (faith David, Pſal.65. 2.) tothce ſhall alt fleſh 
come: AsSif hee had ſaid, Thou Lord art that gra- 


cious Maſter of Requeſts, that never didſt put by 
B 2 any 


20 The God of Heaven, 
afy ſuppliant that made petition tothee; Thy hea- 
venly Court, is that gracious Court of Chancery, 
where never any plaintiffe went away without re- 
liefe; Thou art that great houſholder of the world, 
that giveſt food toall fleſh, and haſt promiſedthat 
all flcſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God ; to thee 
therefore,and to none but thee ſhaſl all leſh come; 
& ſo do ],a fleſhly carnall wretch amongſt the reſt: 
Oh let thy mercifull cares be open to the prayer 
ofthy humble ſervant, and heare mee whenſeever 
I call uponthee; for thy Spirit is Conaltor precum, 
the Enditer of Prayer ; and Thou thy ſelfe art 
«Anditor precum, the hearcr of Prayer: it isthy 
Royalty, itis thy Prerogative, and noneelſe but 
thou canſt heare it to our comfort : the Saints of 
God, both theſe on earth, and thoſe in heaven 
may be helpers in Prayer (asI make no doubt but 
the yare 9115420 irs 2p97429y, Cooworkers, & Fellows 
helpers in prayer to God forus,) but anhearer of 
Prayerthere is nofle but God for certaine ; Ifthe 
Saints in heaven could heare the prayers of thoſe 
that invocate them upon carth, they would an- 
{wer them, as cob anſwered Rachel, Gen, zo, 2, 
when ſhee cried unto him, Give mee children, or 
elſe I die, Nunquid ego pro Deo? Am Tin Gods flead * 
:ry to Godifthou meaneſt to have children, or a- 
ny other comfort, and not cry tomanthat cannot 
helpethee. Wee ſee by experience, leta childe 
ſtand crying inthe ſtreete, and twentie ſtrangers 
= by, they minde it nos, they looke not after ir ; 
ut letthe father ofthe childe come by, and hee . 
turnes him to the cry of his poore child, and takes 
compaſſion 
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compaſſion of him, and ſtills him ; ſo dealeth our 
heavenly Father with us; Hee turnes him tothe 
prayer of the poore deſtitute, and deſpiſeth not 
theirdefire: Hee is that good Samaritan ſpoken of 
inthe Goſpe]],that takes compaſſion upona woun- 

ded ſoule, whichgke ftrangers of the world pafle 
by and make no'fbrce of, and therefore if you 
marke it, 10.8.48.when the Iewcs ſaid to our Sa- 

viour, Say we not well that thow art a Samaritan, and 
haſt a devill? our bleſſed Saviour denied that hee 
had a devill, but hee did not deny that hee was a 
S4maritan;No,no,0O bleſſed Lord,they ſpake truer 
thanthey were aware of; it is wee that be the 
wounded Sinners, it is thou thatart the mercifull 
Samaritan that powreſt inthe wine ard oyle of thy 
heavenly Grace, and hcaleſt us againe, when wee 
are morethan halfedeadinour finnes: to whom 
then ſhall wee goe for mercy ard reliefe, but to 
this God of ours, who for our finnes juſtly is dif- 
pleaſed, and at ourprayers mercifully is appeaſed 
againe? Call now and ſee (ſaith 10b) if thre be.any 
that will anſwer thee, and io which of the Saints wilt 
thouturne thee? Tob5.r. A man tbatis in dNtreſſe 
of conſcience may turne from Saint to Saint, as a 
doore turnes upon the hinges from ſideto fide, and: 
ſtillremaine in the ſame cſtate of miſery, and be as 
farre from any hope of mercy at night as hee was 
inthe morning : but ifa man take unto him words, 
and turne tothe Lord and ſay, (asitis, Hoſ. 14. 2.): 
O Lord take away all iniquitie, and receive us gract- 
e«ſly, he may affure himſelfe, that if hee havenot: 


kis deſire granted at the firſt going to God, lethim: 
3  $9e- 
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goeagaine and againe, and God will ſurely grant 
it, citherin the ſame kinde ora better: Though 
once going about zerico did rhe walls no hurt, yer 
the going about them againe, and againe made 
them fall rotheground ; though one Cock.crow. 
ing wrought nothing upon Bo -- yet the crowing 
againe and againe melted his heart : ſo if once cal- 
ling upon God doe not bring downe mercy from 
heaven, let not that diſconrage thee, bur call upon 
him againe andagaine nay, (as David ſaith) Iwil 
call upon God as long a5 1 live, and praiſe my God 
while Thave any being. 

Platarke reports of the men of .4thers, that 
when their citie was viſited and long puniſhed, as 
our Citie of £9nden ( God helpe us) is and hath 
beene, with a dangerous and contagious fickneſle, 
they had recourſe to the Oracle of Apeko, to know 
what they ſhould doe to be rid of their mortalities 
the Oracle anſwered (as Oracles uſually did)ina 
doubtfull way, If they would be freed of the fick- 
neſle, they muſt Duplare Aram, double the Altar: 
This they underſtood to be meant in a Jiterall 
ſence, and thereupon went about to compaſſe the 
Altar, and to take the juſt proportion of it, tro make 
it twiceasbigge asit was before : bnt the meanin 
of the Oracle was myſticall; they ſhould double 
the Altar, thatis, double their ſacrifices and obla- 
tions uponthe Altar. In like manner, the beſt re- 
medy that;I can preſcribe from God unto you, to 
be eaſed of this affliction, and to be rid of this 
mortalitie, is to double the Altar, I meane, to 
double your devotions, and your ſpirituall ſacrifi- 

ces 
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cesto Almightic God ; to pray twiceas much, to 
ſerve God twiceas often, and twice as well as 
ever you did before: and beleeve ir, if there bea- 
ny meanes under heaven to drive away this Plague 
from the earth, this will doe it. Let every man 

therefore inthe fcare of God, buckle to his owne 

taske, and gocin hand with hisowne cure, and a- 

riſc, and call upon hisowne God, profcſling and 

acknowledging (as Daviddid here) Whom have 1 
in heaven, but thee @ God to call upon? Ando 1 
cometo the third intention and meaning of my 
Text, which is ; 

3 Anexpreſſonot Love and AﬀeQionto God, 
Whom have I in heaven but thee to ſet my heart npon? 
The Lord & giver of life, who loadeth us daily with 
benefits,even the God of our ſalvation, who giveth 
all things richly toenjoy;deſireth no other Boone, 
nor other Recompence forall his mercies, but one- 
ly this, that wee love him with our hearts. Ay 
Sonne give me thy heart, Alas Lord, (may ſome 
poore Chriſtianſay) Oh that I had ſuch an heart as. 
were fit to be given to thee, that were buta fit 
token tobe given and preſented to ſo holy, ſo hea-- 
venly a God, that it were but £579 3, worthy in 
any meaſure of thy gracious acceptation, but I 
feare I have it not. The Scripture ſpeakes ofthree- 
ſorts of hearts. Firſt, the beſt ſort. Secondly, the 
worſt ſort. Thirdly, the middle ſort.. x. The 
beſt ſort are cleane hearts, pure hearts, heartsthat 
be without any guile, :ccorcing to the Heart of 
God ( as Davids was: ſaid to be,) theſe befitting. 
hearts to be giventothe Lord, butalas, wee _ 

cncnh: 
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them notto give. 2. The worſt ſort, are hard and 
ſtony hearts, proud and malicious hearts, hearts 
that burne like an Oven (as the Prophet Hoſes 
ſpeaks )with the fire of luſt and hell, too many ſuch 
hearts there be in the worlJ, but ir is a venture 
whether God will owne them it wee fhould offer 
togivethem. 3» Thenthere are a middle ſort of 
hearts which are, A brokrn and a contrite heart, a 
datifull and a thankefull hearc, an honeſt and a true 
heart, atender anda loving heart (though full of 
imperfe&ions otherwiſe ;) God ſend us but ſuch 
hearts as theſe, and no doubt hee will accept them. 
It was an humble requeſt of goodS, Augaſtine, Ecce 
cor menum, Deus menus, ecce cor meum, Behold m 
heart, O my God, behold my heart, what an evll, 
what a nauzhty one it is 5 andthou that madeſt it, in 
thy good time mendit, and make it ſuch a one as thiu 
wowldeſt have it. Bone Domine (aith devout Saint 
Bernard) amo te quantum poſſum, noy quantum ae- 
beo; daplus amor, & plus amabs. O my good Lord, 
| Þ lowethee as much as I am able, thongh not halfe ſo 
much 45 1 ought, 2ive mee but more love, and I will 
love thee more. Oh knit my heart unto thee ((aith 
David, Pſal.86.11. ) that I may love and dread thy 
Name :V nicor meum, (as it is inthe Hebrew) Y nite 
it and make it one withthee: Asifhee had prayed 
and ſaid; Lord, breake and diſſolve the vnlawtull 
contract that is betwixt my ſoule and my ſinnes, or 
betwixt my heartand the world, and tic it tothy 
ſelfe in an undiſſolvably union, thar it may be pre- 
{ſerved with thy heavenly grace, and cantinue thine 
for ever. There js no one thing that doth ſoalicnate 
2 
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a man$heart from God,asto ſet it upon the world : 
therefore the holy Ghoſt gives aſpeciall injunai. 
on: If riches increaſe ſet not your heart upon them, 
Pſal.6z.10. The increaſe of riches is no wayes 
culpable,nor worthy ofblame(for it isthe bleſſing 
of God uponour good endeavours,) but it is Po/7ezo 
cords, the ſetting on of the heart upon them, (as 
the Bee ſets on her ſting) withthe greateſt ſtrength 
of our affetions : the rockesthat arc in the ſea; of 
themſelves doe the ſhippesno harme, but it is the 
ruſhing of the ſhippes againſt the rocke that ſplits 
them - when it fares with a man, as did with the 
Iſraelites, 2 Sam.15.6. when their hearts went af+ 
ter Abſalom, they fell from David their true King z 
ſo when a mans heart ſhall goe after the world thar 
he falls from God;this is diſloyalty to the King of 
Kings. Ina word, lctit be our conftant reſolution, 
and the truth of our Religion, that though we muſt 
of neceſſity ſomtimes ſet our minds upon the world 
for the diſpatch of our preſent buſineſſe, yet let us 
doe it'evermore with ſuch anabſtraQion, ſuch a 
mentall reſervation,that our hearts be not taken off 
from God. For thats the third intention 8 meaning 
of the words, Whom have 1 in heaven but thee to ſet 
my heart upon 2 [come now to the laft, which is in- 
deede the moſt needfull, and moſt agreeable to 
this preſenttime, and thatis ; 

4 An expreſſionof Feare and Reverence to 
God, Whom have lin heaven bat thee to fixe my eyes 
pon © Timor figens oculos, &c. what a man feares, 
hee will be ſure to have acontinuall eyc upon; and 
certaincly, men had never more cauſe to havea 


continuall eye upon God then now ; whether wee 
C conſider 
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conſider it as a time of Mercy in one kind, ora time 
of ludgement in another, In one kinde,there never 
was 24 more' mercifult Time, more Gractous, a 
more plentifull yeare knowne ſince the memory of 
man: This is the yeare that God hath crowned 
with his goodncfle (as David ſpeakes, Pal, 65, 
11. )othery cares bctorethis, { God hee knowes ) 
were but poore, hungry, ard beggerly yeares, 
4245-2, next dooreto tamine, butthis isa Royall, 
a Princely, a Kingly yeare,a yearc that wearesthe 
Crowne, both tor greatnefle and goodneſſe too, 
(Thou crowneſt the yeare with thy goodneſſe: ) Tudge 
youthen whether this be not a fitting time to feare 
God, and hisgoodneſle, ( asthe Prophet ſpeakes, 
Hoſea 3.5. In the later dayes they ſhall feare the Lord 
and his goodneſſe ; ) Oh that this Prophecie might 
be fulfilled, that wee had graceto make good that 
Promiſe of God, and to makeit appeare that God 
meant it ofus in theſe later dayes : Oh that God 
would frame our hearts to feare him and his 
goodneſle, that wee may never come to feele him 
and his vengeance. There « mercy with thee ( ſaith 
David) that thou maiſt be feared ; the meanings, 
the more mercifull God hath beene to us, the 
more fearefull ſhould wee be of him, and the more 
afraid of any breaches betwixt us and our God. I 
rememberitis recorded of 7045 Mariners, that 
when thedanger was paſt, theſea was calincand 
all was quiet, Thes(faith the Text) themen feared 
the Lordexceedingly, Ionah 1.16. And way then ? 
one would have thought they ſhould have growne 
jocant, and merry,and feared nothing, where they 
law nothing to be feared ; Ohbut they could not 


tell 
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tell whether God would not ſend ſuch another 
ſtorme, ſuch another Tempeſt, ſach another 
Indgementuponthem ; therefore they chought it 
their beſt and ſafeft way to feare him then, yea tos 
feare him exceedingly. | 

Oh, that wee Chriſtians had the grace tolearne 
this leſſon of theſe Heathens, namely, To feare 
God forhis goodneſſe: ſo that if God ſhould be 
pleaſed (as i truſt hee will) to ſtay his hand, to 
ceaſe the ſickneſle, to cauſe his revenging Angell 
to paſſe over us, and toſend a gracious raine upon 
his Inheritance, now that tis wcary and even ſpent 
with Drought; ſhall wee feare God the lefſe for 
this, and care the leflc for his favours God forbid: 
for why 2 Weedoe not know, but God may ſend 
ſuch another Plague, ſuch another Drought, ſuch 
another Indgement upon us, and doe us more 
harme than ever hee did us good: And therefore, 
while wee are well, and enjoy our peace, and live 
under mercy, let us with feare and reverence looke 
upto God, and ſay, Whom have 1 in heaven but thee 
zo fixe mine eyes upon, 

2 Apaine, ſecondly,looke uponthe —_— 
that be abroad inthe world ; thoſe dolefull Epide- 
mica'l diſeaſes that have over-ſpread both Citie 
and Country, ſothatas it was once in Ezy pr, There 
was not an hoaſe where there was not one dead, Exod, 
12. {oitisnow in Exeland, ſcarce an houſe where 
there isnot one ſicke ; nay, by credible and lamen- 
table report, in many Pariſhes, there are ſcarce 
found folkes enongh toattend the ficke, nor la- 
bourersto be gottento Inne the Harveſt, Oh, con- 

C 2 {ider 
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ſider this; and ſee, how God. hath watched upon 
the evill ( asthe.Prophct Daniel! ſpeaketh, Dax. 
9.14.) YVigilevit Dominws ſuper malum, The Lord 
hath even watched upon the evil{to bring it upon ws, 
and hath picked out a Time of mercy to puniſh we in, 
Ard ſhall wee not feare God for all this ? As that 
good Theefe faidto his fellow, Luke 2 3. 40, ov? 
Doft notthow feare God, ſeeing thou art inthe ſame 
condemnation 2 Thou that art condemned, thou 
that art uponthe Crofle, thou that art under ſuch a 
judgement as wellas I; Doſt not thou feare God? 
Dot not thou make conſcience of thy words and 
wayes? What a gracelefle wretch artthou ? Yet 
ſee, a wicked man will bea wretch, though hee 
| ſhould goe tohell preſently ; and whar a miſery it 
is, that they that have moſt cauſe, ſhould have 
leaſt prace to feare God, Weread, 2 Sam. 6.9. 
When David faw the fall of Yzz4ah, how God 
ſtrooke him dead on the ſudden, with his owne 
immediate hand, and that (to our thinking) for a 


well-meant errour, thar could not favour of any. 
malicious wickedneſle; the Text ſaith, That David. 


feared the Lord that day : not but that David feared 


the Lord before, but he never fearcd him ſo much 


as hee did that day,when he ſaw ſuch a viſablete. 
ftimonyof Gods diſpleaſure upon one of his owne 


{ervants. How many Yzzahs have we ſeenethe fa!l. 


of * How many men of Notc, menof Worth, and 
men ©! 5d, have wee knowne and heard of to be 


in' cownc,and laid low by the hand of, God? 


And we enworthy wretches,remaine yet eſcaped, 


aS it is this day. Lect us not be like'70nat»ans Boy, 


T 


- 
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1 $4, 26.thatſaw the arrowes and obſerved how 
they fell, ſome beyond D avis, and ſome fell ſhort 
ofhim,. but hedid not know the myſtery and the 
meaning-of them that they were to foretell adan- 
cerkanſad hand. Inlike fort, wee cannot but ſee. 
and obſerve the Arrowes of God, I mcane, thoſe 
mortall diſeaſes that are ſhot from the bow of hea- 
ven, and fticke inthe fides oftheſonnesof men ; 
wee ſee how God ſhootes ſometimes beyond us, 
and: hits our betters, ſometimes ſhort of us, and 
hirs our inferiours; ſometimes onthe right fide, & 
hits our friends; ſometimes onthe left, and hits our 
cnemics; and all theſe (like 19nathars arrowes) to 
warne us, not to wound us. Oh therefore it ever 
we meanetofcare God, let uSfcare him now ; and 
with one accord liftnp oureyes to heaven and ſay, 
Whom have 1 1n heaven bat thee, to ſtandin feare of, 
And ſo much ſhall ferve tobe {poken forthe foure: 
firſt expreſſions and meanings of the Text, God 
proſper that which followeth. 

And now that I have given you thus much light 
into the Text # Itruſt, to your content and fatisfa- 
Qion :) Give mee leave toopen another caſement, 
and let ycuſce it inanother kinde, and preſent it to 
you in another manner ; perhaps not lefle profita- 
blc. Iam(ſure no leſle painefullro me than that you 
have already heard. Let mee intreate you there- 
tore with patience to give attention to two things 
more whichnaturally ariſe out ofthe Text, r. The 
Honour of Cod, T':3t heeis in heaven. 2. The 
Tenure ofthe gqiiy, ih:t though hebe in heaven, 
yet they have iiita here on carth, [| 7/how pave 1 71 
heaven butthee?r]), C3 1. The 
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xt The honour of God, That he s in heaven. 
There is none like the God of 1eſhnrun (ſaith Moſes, 
Deut. 33.26.) that is, the God of righteous and 
honeſt-hearred people ( for thats the original 
meaning of the word ) Who rides upon the heavens 
in thy helpe. Marke how hee (ets out God. 1, By 
his Majeſtic, that hee rides upon the heavens. 2. By 
his Mercy, that itis not for his owne ends, but 
for thine, * 1 j auxiliwm wi, for thy helpe, 
Though hee rides upon the heavens ina ſtately 
magnificent equipage, as ir beſeemeth ſo great a 
Majeſtic as is the Lord ; yet itis wholly tor thy 
good; to givethe ſpheares to governe the Planets, 
to regulate the celeſtiall Orbes ; to ſee that the 
Sunne, Moone, and Starres, keepe their appointed 
ſeaſons, and performe thedaily and nightly taskes 
that hee hath ſet them; and all this is, for cy 
belpe. So that ifthou be a right Teſhsru», (i. ) a 
righteous and an honeſt-hearted man to God, thou 
maiſt aſſure thy ſelfe, That God rides wpon the hea- 
wvens in thy helpe ; Thine( I ſay) in particulur, as if 
hee ſtudied no bodies welfare but thine, and had 
none el{eto helpe but thee. The time will not ſuf- 
fer me to expatiate and enlarge this Point, which 
paradventnre is of greater conſequence rhan you 
arcaware of. I will therefore glide it over(for this 
once ) and fall immediatly upon that which is the 
very MHeaulla, the Pith and Marrow ofmy Text, 
namely, The tenure of the godly ; which is, That 
though God bein heaven, yetthey have him here 
upon earth ;[ Whom bave I in heaven but thee.) 
Fides Denmindividaat, (ſaitha Father ) True 
Faith 
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Faith impropriates and fingles out God to amans 
ſcife, as 7 hem as did our Saviour, 1th. 20, whenhe 
ſaid, Ay Lord, ana my God, asit he had beene no 
bodies Lord, nobodics God but one]y his, One 
faith well, that all the comfort of Divinitie lieth in 
theſe poſſeſſive names of Mine, and Thine : Z;- 
Atta, Thouart mine (ſaith God, Eſay 43.1.) which 
two words the [ewes were wontto write, asa Mot- 
toupon their Rings, as being the ſumme and ſub- 
ſtance of the whole Covenant, comprehending all 
the Promiſes of mercy and ſalvation init. Now 
when God ſhall ſay untoa ſoule, Thou art mine, 
and the ſoule ſhall anſwerto God and fay, 1am 
thine; T his mutuall Stipulation, this mutuall A. 
vouchment betwixt God and a good ſoule ; this 
makes up the match (as it were)and confirmes the 
coverant, and gives a man boldncſſe towards 
God, that hee is not afraid toclaime anintereſt in 
God. and fay, as David did, [Whom have T1 inhbea- 
wvenbut thee? ] Tor markeit, one that is an hypo- 
crite, that bearcs no true faith to God, dares not 
make aty application of God tro þimſelfe, but 
ſpeakes of him, as of one that concernes others and 
not himſelfe, Pray to your God for me\{aith Pharoah 
to Moſes and Aaron, Exod.10.17-) and ſo Darimns, 
Dan. 6.26. Calleth him Daxiels God, not his God: 
Their conſciences told them that they were not 
the Lords, ard thereforerhey duſt not ſceme to 
ſpeakeasif the Lord wete theirs, norclaimeany 
intereſt or propriety in him; Quid nebs & tibi (ſaid 
the divells to Chriſt) What have we to ave with thre 
Jeſus thou Sonne of God £ They that will no 
thing 
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thingto doe with God as his ſervants, can have but 

Call hope that God will have any thing rodoe 
withthem as their Saviour, or that God will eyer 
ownethem as hiFthildren, that would never ho- 
aour him asa Father. Thefirſtrime that ever wee 
read that God was called the God of one man 


morethanofanother, was Gen.g. 26. when Shem 


had ated that dutifull part towards his deſpiſed 
Father in covering his nakedneſſe : then Noah 
breakes outinto this Divine BenediRion, Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Shem. This (I ſay) was the firſt 
time thatever God was appropriated to one man 
more thanto another : And itmay ſerve for an e- 
verlaſting encouragement to all that have Parents 
living, to ſhew thcir utmoſt reſpec and duty to 
them, becauſe the firſt chat ever God owned was 
a dutifull child. Afterward, God enlarged him- 
ſelfe tomore (as you may read, Ex94.3.6.) where 
he proclaimeshimſelfeto be, The Godof 4braham, 
the God of tſaac, & the God of Iacob : Now Abrahams 


was a faithfull man, The father of the /aithfull : . 


Iſaac was a quiet man, that walked with Godin 
private and made no noiſe inthe world : Zacob was 
2 prayerfull, a powerfull man with God, one that 
wreſtled with him for a bleſſing ; put theſe three 
together, and they intimate unto us, that there are 
three ſorts of men that have the Lord for their God. 
1. Heeisthe Godof AHbraharr, that is, the God 
of all Faithfull men. 2. Hee is the God of 
Iſaxc, that is, the God of all quiet men. 3. He is 
_ the God of Zacvb, -thatis, The God of all devour 
men. Sothat, ifthou beeſt cithera faithfullman, 

as 
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as Abraham ; ora quiet man, as 1/aac, or a deyoute 
man as 1acob, Thou -maiſt be bold without pre. 
ſumptionto make app.ication of God tothy ſelfe, 
ro challenge him asthy owne, and toſay as David 
did. Whom have Tin heav-n but thee? | 

More particularly, Though God beinheaven, 
yet his faithfull ſervants may be truely ſaid to have 
himhere on earth, in foure reſpets. 1. Tohave 
him in Poſſeſſion. 2. To have him in Partner- 
ſhippe. 3. Tohave him in Remembrance. 4. To 
bave him in Regard. | 

I. To have God in Pofiefſion two ſeverall 
wayes : firſt, Inwardly in their hearts, God i in you 
of atruth ({aiththe Apoſtle) 1 Cor.14. 25. Salvun 
ſit verbum Domini (as Saint Bernard ſpeakes) God 
ſave that good word, and ſend us to know the 
truth aud to finde the comfort of it : but how 
ſhould wee be ſure that Godis 1nus? Anſwer, As 
by the ſparkes that ariſe out of an heape of Aſhes, 
wee know for certaine thar there is fire within ; ſo 
by the good motions, good prayers, and good de- 
fires thatariſe, as ſo many heavenly ſparkes out of 
the heart and ſoule, wee may know for certaine 
there is God within us. Hee ig 54 wams 3&, The 
God in the boſome, as Lazarus was ſaid to bein 
the boſome of Abraharn, and 1h» inthe bolome of 
Teſs, and /eſies inthe boſome of his Father ; ſo is 
God the father inthe boſome of every child of his 
upon earth ; there hee dwells, and there he makes 
hrs abode. Doe but obſerve two phraſes of thoſe 
twogreat Apoſtles, Saint 70-z,and Saint Paul ; in 


the one, we are ſaid todwell in God, 1 Tohng. 16. 
D He 
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He that dwelleth im love, dwelleth in God; Hee is (as 
it were) Gods Inmate, Gods ]nhabitant, and in 
that ſence, God may be ſaid, to have ws in poſſeſs. 
ox, In the other God is ſaid to dwell in us, 2 Cor. 
6.16. Ye are the temples of the living God, as God 
hath ſaid, 1 wil! dwell inthem, and walke in them, 
and I will be their God, and they ſhall be wy people z 
and in thisſence God is our Inmate, our Inhabi- 
tant, and wee may be truely ſaid to have him in: 
fcflion : now where there is this mutuall coha- 
bication, this mutuall dwelling once within ano-- 
ther, that wee dwcll it God, and God dwclls in. 
us; that we have poſſeſſion of God in one kind, and- 
God hathpoſſeſiion of us in another kinde; cer 
tainely this Tenure can neverbe broken, this Poſ- 
ſeſſioncan never be loſt, wee and our God. ſhall 
never part, butafter we have lived and loved, and 
dwelt together on earth, wee ſha}l live, and love, 
and dwell together in heaven. 
2 Secondly, asthey have an inward poſleffion 
of God in their hearts, ſo they poſſefle him alſo 
outwardly in their Eſtates, in their Rents, and in- 
all their Revenues ; for they have God inalltheſe,. 
& the influence of his bleſſing = them good of 
all that they enjoy. This is the difference that I ob. 
ſerve betwixt the bleffings of Tacoband E ſan, Gen. 
27. Theone had God with his bleſſing, the other 
had his bleſſing without God. When 1ſaac bleſſed 
Jacob, wer.28. Thus hee faid, God givethee of the 
dew of heaves, 0 the fatneſſe of the earth, cc. Aﬀeer- 
terwards, when Eſancame and begged a bleſſing al- 
fo, He gives him ina mannerthe very ſamebleſſing. 
that: 
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thar heegave to /acob, but that hee makes no men. 
tion of Godin it ; but onely ſaid, ver. 39. Thy por- 
ftion ſhall be the fatneſſe of the earth, andthe dew of 
heaven from above : The very ſame bleſling, onely 
with this difference : That God was inat the one, 
but out atthe other. Now looke what an eye is 
without ſighr, or a well without water, ora body 
without a ſoule; the very ſame isa portion withour 
God. Thereis a Tradition of Thomas _AHquins, 
thatche Lord thould call unto him from heaven, 
and ſay. Quid tibi dabo Thoma ? Thomas, what ſhall 
1 zive thee for all the good ſervice thou haſt done me ? 
His anſwer was, Teipſum Domine,Give me thy ſelfe, 
O Lord, and 1 deſire no other gift, let mee have but 
thee, I aske no more. This is not much different,that 
divine cjaculation ofa pious foule : Lord, let mee. 
live out ofthe world with thee, butlet me not live 
inthe world without thee. Ina word, this is the 
bappinefle and the bleſſed priviledge of a good 
and faithfull ſervantto God, though his eſtate and 
pI be but meane and ſmall, he poſleſſeth 

is God which makes amends for all. And this is 
the firſt way whereby they may be ſaid to have 
God, though hee be in heaven, that is, Yabere in 
'poſſeſſ10ne, to have him in poſſeſſion; As if David 
had ſaid, Whom haveT in poſſeſſ10 but thee? 

2 Thenextis, To have him in Partnerſhippe ; 
and thattwo wayes: 

1. Totake our part againſt our adyerſaries, as - 
youſee, Num.12.8. How God tooke Moſes part 
againſt Aaron and yriazs, when they murmured 
and rebelled againſt him ; How were you not afraid 
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(ith God) to fpeake againſt my ſervant, againſt 
Aloſes : that is, to = again{t any ſervant of 
mine, thongh never fo deſpicable and poore ; bur 
to ſpeake avainſt my chiefeſt and choiſeſt ſervant, 
againſt Hoſes, who is faithfull inall my houſe; 
Q«o0m040 nontimuiſtis £ How durſt you beſo bold: 
how were you not afraidto doc it © knowing that it 
concernes the honour of my truth to take their 
part, And asit followeth atter, when God had 
raken.his part in word, tice tooke h.s part in deeds, 
and did him more right, and wrought him more 
revenge than Meſes himſeife was willing he ſhould 
havedone. Thus if thou be on Gods ſide, God will 
ſurely be on thy ſide : itt':outake Gods part a- 
gainſt thoſe thar diſhonour him, and abuſe his bleſ- 
| ſed Name, God will undoubtedly take thy part a- 
- gainſt thoſe that diſhonour thee, and ſecke to doe 
thee evill; yea, paradventure God will worke thee 
a further revenge than thou art aware of ; that is, if 
any diſeaſe or any ſickneſle be upon thee, God 
will take it of, and Jay it uponthem.that hate 
thee : Tis his Promiſe, Dext.7.15. Sothat thy. af- 
flition ſhall goe from theeto thy enemy, as the 
leprofie of Naaman went from him to Gehazi, And 
this is one benefitthou ſhalt reape by having God 
in partnerſhippe. 

2. God will beare'a part in all thy adverfities, 
E ſay 63.9. Inall our afflitions, he is afflicted : Tuſt 
aSa-Tutour that maintaines a Scholler inthe Vni- 
verſitie. at his owne charge, if hee puniſh that 
Scholler in his purſe, hce vuniſheth himſclfe; ſo 
dealeth the Lord with us ; itis an affliction to Gad 

fo. 
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toafflict us; and there is no afflition that failsupon. 
us, but God himſelfe beares a partofit. As in all 
his commands, Qu04 jubet, juvat, what he bids us 
to doe, he helpes us tro doc ; ſo inall his chaſtiſe- 
ments, what.hee makes us to beare, te helpes usto 
beare ;-as Simon helped our Saviour to beare his 
Croſſe. Hence it is, 7 hat h# yoake is eaſie, and bis 
burthen light, Mat. 11. Whether it be meant of 
Ingum precepti, the yoake of his Commandment, 
or 1ngum c/uces, the yoake of his Chaſtiſcment ; 
both may be ſaid to be eaſce and /ig4t, becauſe wee 
beare but with one ſhoulder, and God beares with 
the others for it is ſaid, 1 Chron, 15.26. God 
helped the Levites to beare the Arke : The Arke 
of it ſelfe was no great burthento beare, and yet 
as-light as it was, God was faine to heIpe themto 
beare it ; without the helpe of God, the lighteſt 
burthcn is unſupportable ; for it is ſaid of /udah, 
Dent,z3.7.A i own hands ſhall be ſufficient for him, 
Si iu Dominus, If thon Lord do-helpe him agaiu.ft hu 
exemics,no mans owne hands, no mans owne cn- 
deavours can be ſuſficien for him, cither for his 
defence, or for his maintenance, unleſſe the God of 
heaven put to his helping hand. We read, 1 Sam. 
7.12. That Samnelpitcheda ſtone, and called it 
Eben-ezer, The ſtone of helpe, and his reaſon was, 
Hitherto God hath helpedus : Now morke the po- 
ſure and ſituation of this ſtone z Hepitched it (faith 
the Text) betweene Mizpeh and Shen : Mizpch fig- 
nifeth fight or wiſedome; Sher {ignifietha Tooth, 
or ſtrength : So the meaning is, that neither a mans 


wiſcdomecan helpe himon the one fide, nor his. 
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ſtrength helpe him on the other ſide, unleſſe 
Eben-ezer, The helpe of Godcome inbertweene 
them. It wasonly God inthe Buth that kept the fire 
trom burning ; ſoit is God inafflition that keepes * 
the heart from deſpairing. Hence it 1s, thartthe 
moſt precious blefſing that 4.:c06 could invent for 
his deare ſonne 79ſeph was this, That the good. wilt 
of him that awelt in the Buſh might b: upon him, 
Dext.3 3.16. forthen hee knew, though he ſhould 
meete with many Thornes, and many piercing 
cares and croſſes inthe world, yet the good. will of 
him that dwelt in the Buſh, would be a fhelter and a 
ſhield againſt themall. Letno mantherefore mi(- 
interpret Gods correftions, nor miſtake the mea- 
ning of his chaſtiſements, for there may be Bexe- 
placitam in Rubs, as well as in Regno: Though a 
man be (asit were ) ina buſh ofthornes, tharis, 
perplexed on every fide with cares and croſſes; yet 
the good-will of God may beno lefſe upon himin 
this Buſh, thanifhe were ina pleaſant Arbour, in 
the moſt delightfull condition that the earth can 
afford. I will fay it once againe, If God beare a 
man good. will, though hee ſhould dwell in a very 
Buſh (z,) inthe very midſt among his enemics, yet 
may helay him downe in peace, and take his reſt ; 
for why 2 There is one with him that will take his 

part againſt all his adverſaries, and beare a part in 

all his adverfities z And this is the ſecond privi- 

ledge of all faithfull ſoules, that they have Deum 

in participationem, God in partnerſhippe. As if 
W_y had ſaid, Whom have 1 in partnerſhippe bat 

fthce? | 

3. The 
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3 Thethird way of having God, isto have him 
in Remembrance, and nor todeale with Gods. 
Mercies, as 1ehu dealt with Tehorams Mcſſengers, 
to turne them behind our backes- when our owne 
turne is ſerved, to thinke no more of- him, . nor 
looke no moreafter him, God Almighty made an 
Order concerning the peoples ingreſle, and egrefle- 
at his Temple, Ezech.q 6.9. That he that camein. 
at the North- gate, muſt goe out againe at the. 
South-gate ; and hee that came inat the South- 
gate, muſt goe out atthe North gate; they might: 
in no wiſe returne by the way of the ſamegate 
which they came in at, but goe forth over againſt 
it: One gives the Reaſon ofit ( andit isa ſingular 
good one) Ne propitiatorio terga wverterent, cuma 
templo cxirert, leaſt they ſhould turne their backes 
to the Propitiatory, or Mercy-ſeat, whenthey 
went out ofthe Temple ; for that wasa thing that: 
God could not endure, that whenthey had entrea. 
ted and obtained mercy,they ſhould goeunmans 
nerly away,. and turnetheir backes to his Mercy- 
ſeat, Intimating unto us, That when God hath 
thewed himſclfe propitious and mercifull unto us; . 
and hath granted us the defires of ourhearts, and 
hath not denied usthe requeſts of our lippesz, wee- 
muſt take heede we doe not turne or backesupon 
God whenour turne is ſerved; as beaſtstarnetheir 
backestothe pond when their thirſt is quenched. 
But as wee doe deſire that God ſhould have usin 
Remembrance in our weakeneſle and poverty, ſo 
let us have God in remembrarce in our wealth 


and plenty, Dewt.$. 18, Then ſhalt remember the 
| | Lord 


% 
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Lord thy God, far it is hee that giveth thee power t0 

tozet wealth, Marke this you welthy m2n, and 

rake ir asan 7c from God to thee in particular, if 
thou beeſt a man of wealth, aſſure thy ſelfe (as our 
Saviour ſaid to Plat in another caſe) Thou could(t 
have no power at all to get aneſtate, to gather 
wealth, orro make thy ſelfe a fortune in the 
world, unleſſe it were given thee from above z 
Thou mighteſt have beene as poore as heethae 
begges at thy doore, had not God given thee a 
powerto get wealth under him. This may be al- 
ſo a Memorandum to us all ( as Pharoahs Butler 
faid) To call to minde our fanlt this day, Tmeane, 
our unmindfnlneſſe and forgetfulneſſe of God itis 
aot ones mans fault, but all mens fault ; and there- 
fore the moſt uſuall name that is given to a man 
inthe Hebrew tongue, is Ensſh, which! properly 
fignifieth Oblivion, or forgetfulneſſe, as in that 
place, Pſal.84. Lord, what « man that thon art ſo 
mindfull of him: inthe Originall, itis, Lord, what 
& forgetfulneſſe, that thou ſhauldeſt Remember him. 
Hence it is that God hath appointed Miniſters to 
be his Remembrancers, (owe are called Eſay 62, 
6.) Rememorantes Dominum, Te that bethe Lords 
Remembrancers, keepe not ſilence (ſaith the Prophet) 
give God noreft, cc, Our Office is double: 1. To 
put God in remembrance of his people by our 
praycrs. 2. Toputthe people in remembrance of 
God, by our preaching ; orthus. 1. Toput Gol 
inremembrance of his Mercy. 2. To put the peo- 
ple in remembrance of their duty. God ſend us 
well co diſcharge both theſe Offices to God, and 


to 
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- to his people, for intheſe is contained the whole 
ſumme and ſubſtance of our Miniſteriall fun&ion: 
And for your pzrts and duties, let mee tell you, 
that you have a double taskeas well as wee, and 
you ſhall doe well to give heede unto it, for the 
comfort and diſcharge of your owne fſoules inthe 
fghtofGed, 1. Putyourſelvesin minde of God, 
as Daviddid, Pſal, 63. Have 1 not remembred thee, 
in my bed, and thought upon thee when 1 was waking? 
as it hee had ſaid, if 1 have not done ſo, I amthe 

more:toblame, I have the more to anſwer for, for 

I am \urc it was my part and duty ſoto doe. 
2. And thenin the ſecond place, put God in minde 
of your ſelves, as the ſame David, after hee had re. 
membred God, hee defires God to rememberhim 
and all histroubles, Pſa/. 132.1, In a word, Let 

' this be thy Method inall thy private deyotions. 
1. Toputthy ſelfe in remembrance of God. 2. To 

put God in remembrance of thy ſelfe : and letitbe 

thy.conſtant praQiiſe before thou goeſt to ſleepe, 

:tolooke backe into the day thats paſt, Remember 
Gods Metrcies, and thine owne fins, be thankefull 

for the one, be humbled for the other;and then lie 

downe in the peace of Teſus Chriſt. And this 15 the 
third way of having God, Habere in memoria, To 
havehimin Remembrance ;z Asif Pavid had ſaid, 

Whim have Tin Remembrance, but thee ? 

4 Thefourth, and laſt way of: Having God,is 
Habere in Reverentia, To have him in Regard, and 
that three wayes. 1. Have Regardto his Power. 
2. TohisPrecepts. 3. To his Preſence. A word 
of cach. 

1. Have his Power in Regard, Who Regaraitd 

E 


22 The God of Heaven. 


the power of thy wrath (ſaith David, Pſal.go. 11;) 
for ever thereafter, as a man feareth, (0 is thy diſplea- 
ſare, The meaning 1s, The more a man fearcs, the 
leffe is God diſpleaſed with him z and the lcſſea 
man fearesthe morc is God diſpleafed with him z 
ſo in both reſpe&s, it holds true, Thereafter asa 
man feareth, ſois Gods diſpleaſure : 4#4 yet Lord, 
(ſaith David( who regardeth the power of thy wrath? 
Or who dealeth any othicrwiſe with God, thenthe 
Frogges in the Fable did with the blocke, which 
was throwne intobe their King ; when hee fell 
heavie uponthem, and made a dreadfull noiſe in 
the waters, they were much afraid, and ſhrunke 
into their corners ; afterwards when they ſaw him 
lie ſtill, and letthe Rtreame be calme about them, 
they regarded him nolonger, but ſecurely leaped 
upon him. Evcn thus doe carnall men deale with 
God, Regard him no longer, but while hee falls 
heavic and ſore upon them with his judgements ; 
let him but be nil, and Ict them be quiet; they re- 
ard him no morethan the Frogges regarded the 
locke. Shall Zpraiſe yon in this Taich the Apoſtle) 
1 praiſe you not,Gods power mult be had in Regard. 
( Thats the firſt Point. } 
2. HisPreceptsaretobe had in Regard ; Then 
ſhall 1 not be confounded (faith David, Pal. 119%) 
When 1 have Regard or Reſpett toll thy Commande- 
ments, Asthe Centurions ſervant inthe Goſpell, 
ifa ſtranger or another man had bidden him goe 
and doe ſuch a thing, he might peradventure have 
gone and done it himſelfe ; but when his Lord and 
Maſter did but ſpeake the word, it was done, be- 
cauſe hee hada ReſpeRtanda Regard unto him. In 
like 
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likeforts As we doe deſire that God ſhould have 
Regard toour Prayers, let us have Regard to his 
Precepts. Sce and obſerve that place, £ſ/ay 45.11. 
Where God doth ſo Regard the prayer of his 
humble ſervants, thata Requeſt from us is a Com- 
mand to him, Precipite mih;, ( they. be Gods 


. owne words) Command ye mee. Oh, what agras» 
cious God have we, that will abaſe himſelfe to be 


commanded by his owne Vaſlalls - ſotrue is that 
ſaying ofan Ancient ; Nalla creatara hnmilior Deo, 
There is nocreatnre more humbler than God, as it is 
ſaid, Toſh.1o0, The Sunne flood ſtill at 1oſhnuahs com- 
mand, Deo obediente voce hominis, God yeelding and 
obeying the voyce of man, Now ſhall God obey the 
voyce of man, and ſhall not manobcy the voyce of 
God 2 Shall God be willing to be at our com- 
mand, and ſhall not wee be as willing to be at his 
command? Shall God have Regard to our Pray- 
ers, and ſhall not we have Regard to his Precepts ? 
Ne fiat, This muſt not be done, forthis will not be 
taken wellat our hands. Gods Precepts muſt be 
had in Regard. (Thatsthe ſecond Point.) 

3 Inthe laſt place, have regard to Gods Pre- 
lence, and all is finiſhed. 

r. In Generall, Confider with thy ſelie that God 
is Omni-preſent, preſent in every place, and that 
thou canft goe no where from his preſence; Heis 
about thy bed, and about thy path, and eſpieth 
out all chy wayes. And let this be a meanes, ( if 
thou haſt any Regardto God) to make thee walke 
Circumſpecly in the world, and (as Saint 7ohns 
phraſeis ) 55 3 3:0), Convenienter Deo, anſwera- 
bly and agreeably to the preſence and approba- 
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tion of that God before: whom thou walkeſt. As 

Sentcaadviſed Nero that cruell Tyrant, ſo to de- 

meane himſelf, Yr f1#a ſuperi ſemper coprobent ſua, 

that the gods above mightapprove of all his doings; 

but he like a dogged Atheiſt made him this wicked 

anſwer, Sthlte, vereboy cſſe, cum faciam Dews,T hou 

dating foole, ſhall T ſkayd thinking, or fearing the 

Gods, when 1 goe abont my ewne deſignes, I will not 

apply it, but onely ſay, as the Apoſtle doth, Some 

have not the knowledge of Ged, 1 ſpeake this to your 

ſhame, 1 Coy. 15. For it men knew what it wereto 

live inthe diſpleaſure ofan angry God,they would 

bave him in more Regard. For judge your ſclves, 

durſt men be ſo bold with God, yea, ſo impudent, 

and audacious, asto ſinne, God inthe very face, if 
they did regard him ? As the Scripture ſaith of 
Nimrod, Gen.10.9. Hewas a mighty huntcy before 
the Lord - not a Hunter of beaſts, but a Hunter of 


men (7. 2 cruel! oppreſſour, that made poore men - 
weary oft 


fieirlives, . and perſecuted them tothe 

very death ; Such a Hunter he was (and 1 would to 
God there were no more of his breede,) and 
where ? Before the Lord, (ſaith the Text) #rar7wy, 
ſignificth before or againſt the Lord, asitwere in 
deſpightand defiance to God - Hee was ſo hard- 
ned in it, that hee cared not thongh God ſtood by 
andTooked upon him ; as ifa woman ſhouldcom- 
oo adultery, 1nſpriFante marito, her husband ſtan- 
Cir by,and looking on. To this height of wicked- 
effearc ſome men growne; thatas 0rizen ſaid of 
T'ors davighters,Y ereor ne hazumn caſtior inceſtuc fiat ; 
Wim aliquarii pudicitia: 1 am afraid that their Inceſt 
Was Move modeſt than ſomgs Innocency. This would 
never 
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never be, if men had God inany Regard ; the very 
thought of hisunayoidable preſence would de- 
taine, and deterre them from it, 
2+ But toconclude; If men havelittle or no Re- 
gardtothe general] preſence of God abroad inthe 
wotld;'yet [ truſt, when they come into Gods 
ſpeciall Preſence, into his Preſence-Chamber, in. 
ro the Sanctuary, and Houſe of Prayer, they will. 
ſhew itthere or no where, Wee ſee by daily expe- 
rience ; The King may looke out ofa window, and 
ſce his ſubjects goe by him too and froupontheir 
owne occaſions, and ſhew himno reſpe, norno 
regard; and why 2 Eecauſethough hee ſees them, 
yetthey ſee not him, nor imagine that hecisſo 
nigh them, bur let theſe mencome into his Cham. 
ber of Preſence, or have any Petition to preſent 
unto him ; then they doe their Homage, thenthey 
bow their knees, and glad if they can be ſoaccep- 
ted. Thus doth God looke downe from Heaven, 
and from his Throne, beholdes all the dwellers 
upon carth ; we goc on our wayes and minde hm _ - 
nor, becauſe though hee ſees ns, weſce nothim : 
but when wee come imo his Baſelica, his owne 
Houſe, his owne Palace (for ſo are Churches cal- 
led ſpecially the greater & Mother- Churches, arc 
the Palaces'of the King of Heaven ) and.come to 
preferre our Frayers and Petitions to him; if wee 
doe not thenſerve him, andobſerve im with the 
greateſt Reverence, the greateſt Regard that our 
{oules and bodies can cxprefſe, How canwee hope 
to beacceptedof him, When we comeamothe Pre- 
ſencevf the Lord, (faith David) 3nno the Preſence of 
the Loyd of the whole earth ; whit then? Why 
; 3 | then 
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then worſhip him, In decore ſanitets, mmthg beauty 
of holineſſe (asthe phraſe is, Pſal.tro. 3. Ohthar 
ſame holinefle isabeautifullthing, if a m3 had it; 
a thing thatmakes a man comely and lovely, ami. 
able and acceptable to God and his holy Angells; 
but ifa man have it not, but com:s to God 1n his 
finnes, as the Prodigall came to his Facher in his 
ragges, willthe Lord accept him ? Nay, will hce 
endure him in his preſence ? Yes certainely, if hee 
come in a penitent and aa humble way; for 
thoughthe ſonne have noclothing to cover his 
ſhame, yetthe Father hath enough in his VWard- 
Robe to beſtead him, and to beautifie him too : 
Proferte ſtolam ({aith he to his Miniſters, Lute 15, 
22.)Bring forth the beſt Robe,and pat it on him, put 
4 Rinz on his hand,and ſhoves on his feete, and ſo make 
him comely and cleane againe. This will our heaven- 
ly Father deale with his repenting children ; Hee 
will take away from them the rotten rags of their 
old finnes,and cloth them a new with his heavenly 
Grace, azd ( as the Prophet ſpeakes) will give them 
beauty for aſhes, and the garment of eladneſſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſſe, Eſay 61.3. Wee readin the 
Revelation of Saint 10h1r of two women; one re- 
preſenting the falſe Church, the Whore of Baby. 
lon ,the other repreſenting the true Church, which 
isthe Mother of us all. Now marke the difference 
of theircloathing. She thatrepreſented the whore 
of Babylon, Rev. 17.4. Was arraied ( faith the 
Text) 717 _ and ſcarlet, and decked with Gold, 
and pearles, and precious ſtones, Here was a goodly 
and a beautifull aray, but they were all :errenz, all 
tranſicorie, allcarthly ornaments; there was no- 

thing 
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thing at all of heaveninthem : now warke the 
cloathing of the true Church, Rcwvel. 12. 1. the 
text ſaith, There appeared a wonder in heaven, a wo- 
mancloathed with the Sunne, and the moone under 
her fecte, and upon her head a (rewne of twelve 
Starres: here was nothing at all of earth inthis 
cloathing, bntall heavenly. Andthis, oh this is 
the beauty of holineſſe, a celeſtiall, a heavenly 
habite. Now (as they prayed in the Goſpel, 
when our Saviour ipake of the Manna that came 
downe from heaven) Lord cvermore give us this 
bread; ſo letus pray to Godin this behalfe, Lord 
e vermore give w this cloathings Lord cloath ms with 
thy grace from heaven whilewe live, and cloath us 
»pen with thy glory in heaven when we dye. and 
that for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake,to whom withthee O Fas 
ther, and the bleſſed Spirit, be given and aſcribed all 
honour, prayſe, and glory; be done and performed all 
ſervice, obedience, and from this time forth for evey« 
more, Amen, Amen. 
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